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INTENT OF REGULATIONS
To insure that blackwaste and wastewater generated in the State of 

Idaho are safely contained and treated and that blackwaste and 

wastewater are not:

a.   Accessible to insects, rodents, or other wild or domestic   

animals.

b.   Are not accessible to individuals

c.   Are not a public nuisance due to odor or unsightly appearance.

d. Do not injure or interfere with existing or potential beneficial 

uses of the waters of the State.

Å IDAPA 58.01.03

Å Technical Guidance Manual



WHAT IS SEWAGE?

Any combination of liquid, water, and pollutants from 

activities and processes occurring in dwellings, 

commercial buildings, industrial plants, institutions 

and other establishments, together with any 

groundwater, surface water and storm water that 

may be present; liquid or water that is chemically, 

biologically, physically rationally identifiable as 

containing black water, grey water or commercial or 

industrial pollutants.



WHAT IS A SEWAGE SYSTEM?

From the point of physical entry into 

connected piping, treatment devices, 

receptacles, structures, or areas of 

land designed, used or dedicated to 

convey, store, stabilize, neutralize, treat 

or dispose of blackwaste or 

wastewater.



Importance of Proper Sewage Disposal

·Prevent pollution of 

surface waters

·Prevent pollution of 

ground waters (i.e. 

aquifers)

·Prevent waste from 

being accessible to 

disease carrying 

vectors, such as flies, 

rodents, insects, etc.

·Protect human health!

=E. Coli

=Giardia

=Salmonella

=Shigella

=Hepatitis A

=Norovirus

=Cholera

=Dysentery



· The septic tank separates the 

sewage, and provides 

storage. 

· Many disease causing 

organisms are destroyed and 

never leave the septic tank.  

· The drainfield discharges 

the wastewater to the soil 

which acts as a natural 

filtration process to treat 

and remove disease 

causing organisms.  

How do Septic Systems protect Public Health?



Who can install septic systems?
·A State of Idaho licensed basic or complex installer.

·Basic installerôs must maintain a $5,000 sewage 

installerôs bond.

·A complex installer must maintain a $15,000 bond.

·License must be renewed annually by January 1st and 

an approved refresher course must be completed every 

3 years.

·A property owner may install his/her own standard or basic 

alternative system.



Basic Installers

May install:

Å Standard and basic alternative 

sewage systems 

Å Capping fill 

Å Gravelless drainfields

Å Steep slope

Å Privies (composting, incinerating, 

pit, and vault)



Complex Installers
May install:

ÅAll standard systems 

ÅPump to gravity systems

ÅEvapotranspiration systems

ÅExtended treatment systems

ÅIntermittent sand filter, in-trench sand filter

ÅLagoon systems

ÅLarge soil absorption systems

ÅPressure distribution systems

ÅSand mound

ÅTwo cell infiltrative systems

ÅOther systems specified by the director



When Do I Need a Permit?
·All new onsite sewage disposal systems are required 

to be permitted.

·Replacement disposal systems require a replacement 

permit.

·If you replace an existing septic tank or add another 

tank, a permit is required.

·If an outhouse/pit privy is installed, a permit is 

required.

·You do not need a permit to fix a clogged or broken 

pipe, or to replace a malfunctioning electrical 

component.



·Sewage Permit Application

·Statewide application

·Entire fee ($700) must be paid upfront

·If site is denied $500 will be refunded to applicant

·Speculative Site Evaluation

·Fee is $300

·Only valid for one year

·$300 is credited towards Permit fee if submitted within 1 year

Sewage Permits



Information on a Permit
·Type of system

·Size of tank

·Size of drainfield

·Location

·Other:

·Diverter

·Filter

·Riser/Lids

·Permits are valid for 1 year

·Can be renewed yearly for $50



Sewage Permit Application



Plot Plan



Sewage Permit


